
 

This is what you should do if you find fruit 
infested with medfly in your house or area. 

Bury in a hole about 

80 cm deep and 

cover with soil 

Boil or burn 

infested fruit 

Place fruit in a 

plastic bag and 

freeze for 2 days 

Leave fruit in plastic 

bag tightly sealed for 

2 days under the sun 

Install traps 

on trees 

DOs 

Medfly attack more than 250 different fruits, preferring hard or semi-ripe fruit over 
soft, ripe fruit. But this preference can vary within regions and within seasons. They 
can be especially damaging to citrus, stone fruits, pome fruits, tomatoes and figs. 

The most effective way to control medfly is to stop them from infesting other fruit. 

DON’Ts 
x Throw infested fruit with maggots on the ground or in the rubbish bin 

x Leave fruit on the tree or on the ground 

x Bring fruit to orchards or fruit growing areas 

x Remove traps and baits from trees 

x Mix fruit with live maggots directly into the compost 

 

 

 
 

Let’s take the medfly challenge 

Get rid of them! 

 Kill medfly maggots 

 Reduce adult fly numbers 


